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To: All Members of the Council
Direct: @ 0118 937 2153
e-mail:
michael.popham@reading.gov.uk

20 January 2025
Your contact is: Michael Popham - Democratic Services Manager
Dear Sir/Madam
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Reading Borough Council to be held at
Council Chamber**, Civic Offices, Reading , on Tuesday, 28 January 2025 at 6.30 pm, when

it is proposed to transact the business specified in the Agenda enclosed herewith.

Yours faithfully
T NS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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AGENDA
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
To receive Mayor’s Announcements.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any declarations of interest.
MINUTES

The Mayor to sign the Minutes of the proceedings of the previous
Council Meeting.

PETITIONS

To receive petitions in accordance with Standing Order 8.
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Questions in accordance with Standing Order 9.
QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

Questions in accordance with Standing Order 10.

Reports and Recommendations from Committees

7.

10.

11.

12.

BRIGHTER FUTURES FOR CHILDREN LTD (BFFC) CONTRACT
REVIEW

Report by Executive Director of Resources
ENGLISH DEVOLUTION WHITE PAPER
Report by Chief Executive

STATEMENT OF GAMBLING LICENSING PRINCIPLES (GAMBLING
POLICY)

Report by Executive Director Economic Growth and Neighbourhood
Services

READING YOUTH JUSTICE PLAN 2024-2025
Report by Executive Director for Children’s Services

APPROVAL OF THE LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME AND
THE COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2025/26

Report by Director of Finance

COUNCILLORS' ALLOWANCES SCHEME 2025/26

21-80

81-94

95 -140

141 - 186

187 - 192

193 - 202



13.

Report by Executive Director of Resources

PAY POLICY STATEMENT 2024/25

Report by Executive Director of Resources

Motions

14.

CONCERNS OVER DELAYS IN ROYAL BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL
REDEVELOPMENT AMID NATIONAL REVIEW

Councillor R Singh to move:

This Council notes that:

1.

The new Labour Government's review of the National New
Hospital Programme (NHP), as announced by Chancellor Rachel
Reeves in the July mini-budget, has cast a shadow of uncertainty
and potential delays over the much-anticipated redevelopment
of the Royal Berkshire Hospital.

. The redevelopment of the Royal Berkshire Hospital is included in

the NHP and was expected to deliver much-needed
improvements to an ageing estate that currently struggles to
provide modern healthcare services.

. NHS bosses and local health authorities have raised concerns

that any delay in the redevelopment programme may risk
patient safety. It is critical that Reading residents have access to
modern, safe, and well-equipped healthcare facilities.

This Council expresses its deep concern regarding:

e The uncertainty introduced by the Government's decision to

review the NHP, particularly about the Royal Berkshire Hospital's
redevelopment, has led this Council to believe that any delays in
the project could significantly compromise the quality of
healthcare for Reading residents.

NHS trusts and local healthcare authorities have highlighted the
risk to patient safety and service quality posed by the
redevelopment if it is not delivered in a timely manner.

This Council calls on:

1.

The Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of State for
Health and Social Care to express the Council's concern about
the potential impact of any delay in the redevelopment of the
Royal Berkshire hospitals on the health and safety of Reading
residents.

203 - 228



2. The Council Leader write to the Secretary of State for Health
and Social Care for a timeline for when this development can
realistically be delivered, as the review will significantly impact
patient safety and care.

3. The Council Leader write to Reading Central MP Matt Rodda and
neighbouring constituencies, asking them to raise the issue in
parliament.

4. The Council Leader write to the Reading Central MP asking him
to report regularly to the Council, outlining any risks, delays, or
issues that may arise during the process.

This Council reaffirms its unwavering commitment to ensuring that
Reading's residents have access to modern, safe, and efficient
healthcare services. We will continue to advocate for swift progress in
the necessary hospital redevelopments, leaving no stone unturned in
our efforts.

** Access to Civic Offices - Please note that, from 13 January 2025, the Customer Main Entrance to the
Civic Offices is moving from the front of the building to the back, because of construction work for the
new Central Library. If you are attending the meeting in person, please enter via the new Customer
Main Entrance in Simmonds Street. (The Council is asking customers not to come down Fobney Street to
access the new Customer Entrance, due to heavy construction traffic in this area, and instead to walk
via the pedestrian alleyway off Bridge Street next to the “Greek Van”). See map below:

St Mary's ﬁ y A

Butts Y
e o The Oracle
a._‘-‘:‘ ' % 2
o e Shopping
_‘:: "F f"
P’ < Centre
il T (4]
L..:"_' ':3*
€
1 @ Reading Register Offico
%\
’%G “-,, Civic Offices
2 X
% %,
®
% X
‘I
2 X
Z
‘.- L r Main Emrance ‘{:}'\-‘*E‘
&
o



WEBCASTING NOTICE

Please note that this meeting may be filmed for live and/or subsequent broadcast via the Council's
website. At the start of the meeting the Mayor will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being filmed.
You should be aware that the Council is a Data Controller under the Data Protection Act. Data
collected during a webcast will be retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy.

Members of the public seated in the public gallery will not ordinarily be filmed by the automated
camera system. However, please be aware that by moving forward of the pillar, or in the unlikely
event of a technical malfunction or other unforeseen circumstances, your image may be captured.
Therefore, by entering the meeting room, you are consenting to being filmed and to the
possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes.

Members of the public who participate in the meeting will be able to speak at an on-camera or off-
camera microphone, according to their preference.

Please speak to a member of staff if you have any queries or concerns.




