
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – 28 JANUARY 2020 

 

Present: Councillor Woodward (Mayor); 

Councillors David Absolom, Debs Absolom, Ayub, Ballsdon, Barnett-Ward, 
Brock, Carnell, Challenger, Davies, Duveen, Eden, Edwards, Emberson, 
Ennis, Grashoff, Hacker, Hoskin, James, Jones, Khan, Leng, Lovelock, 
Manghnani, Maskell, McEwan, McKenna, O’Connell, Page, Pearce, 
Robinson, Rowland, Rynn, D Singh, R Singh, Skeats, Stanford-Beale, 
Stevens, Terry, White, Whitham, J Williams and R Williams. 

Apologies: Councillors Gittings, McGonigle and Sokale. 

34. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(a) Appointments to Committees 

The Monitoring Officer had exercised his delegation on the recommendation of 
the Conservative Group Leader to make the following appointments to 
Committees: 

• Cllr Stanford-Beale to the Policy Committee; 
• Cllr Robinson to the Audit & Governance Committee; 
• Cllr Rynn to the Mapledurham Playing Fields Trustees’ Sub-Committee; 
• Cllr Rynn would replace Cllr Carnell as a member of the Licensing 

Applications Committee; and Cllr Grashoff as a member of the Licensing 
Applications Sub-Committee 3, once she had received appropriate 
training on how the business of those Committees was transacted. 

(b) Monitoring Officer and Assistant Director of Legal & Democratic Services 

The Mayor reported that the Personnel (Appointments) Committee had 
appointed Mike Graham as the Monitoring Officer and Assistant Director of Legal 
& Democratic Services at its meeting on 22 October 2019, starting from 10 
February 2020.  Chris Brooks, who had been the Council’s Monitoring Officer 
since August 2011, would be standing down from his substantive role on 3 
February 2020.  He would remain as the Returning Officer and Electoral 
Registration Officer and be responsible for various Corporate Projects on a part-
time basis. 

The Mayor, Councillor Brock, Leader of the Council, and Councillor Skeats, 
Leader of the Conservative Group, paid tribute to Chris Brooks for his service to 
the Council in a variety of roles over the past 28 years.  

35. MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4 November 2019 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Mayor. 
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36. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
STANDING ORDER 9 

 Questioner Subject Answer 

1. Peter Burt Greenwich Leisure Ltd Cllr Hoskin 

2. Roger Lightfoot Leisure Services Contract Cllr Hoskin 

3. Roger Lightfoot Leisure Services Contract – 50m Pool 
at Rivermead 

Cllr Hoskin 

4. Peter Burt Palmer Park Pool Cllr Hoskin 

5. Peter Burt Leisure Facilities Contract – 
Performance Indicators 

Cllr Hoskin 

6. Sigi Teer Annual Diffusion Data Cllr Page 

7. Sigi Teer Transport Modelling Report Cllr Page 

(The full text of the questions and replies was made available on the Reading Borough 
Council website). 

37. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDING ORDER 
NO 10 

 Questioner Subject Answer 

1. Cllr White Is the Council Committed to 
Tackling Climate Change 

Cllr Page 

2. Cllr Josh Williams Empty Premises and Lost Business 
Rates in Reading  

Cllr Page 

3. Cllr Whitham Glass Recycling Cllr James 

4. Cllr McGonigle Styrofoam Food Containers Cllr Page 

(The full text of the questions and replies was made available on the Reading Borough 
Council website). 

38. APPROVAL OF THE LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME AND THE 
COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2020/21 

The Executive Director of Resources submitted a report regarding the Council Tax 
support scheme, estimated Council Tax collection rate and Council Tax base for the 
2020/21 financial year.  The report explained that Section 33 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992 and the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) (England) 
Regulations 2012 required the Council as the Billing Authority to calculate a Council 
Tax Base for its area by 31 January each year.  The Welfare Reform Act 2012 and 
Local Government Finance Act 2012 had replaced the Council Tax Benefit scheme with 
a locally determined Council Tax Reduction Scheme (also known as a local Council Tax 
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Support Scheme), which was effectively a type of Council Tax discount.  The 
legislation required the Council to approve the scheme by the end of January 
preceding the start of the financial year.  The recommended scheme for 2020/21 was 
a continuation of the scheme that had been agreed by Council at its meeting on 22 
January 2019 (Minute 37 refers) for the 2019/20 financial year and amended for the 
changes proposed for consultation at Policy Committee on 18 November 2019 (Minute 
49 refers).  The proposed amendments would benefit local residents by: 

a) Removing the requirement to re-apply for Council Tax Support following migration 
from Housing Benefit to Universal Credit; 

b) Disregarding Severe Disability Transitional payments in the calculation of assessed 
income thresholds; and 

c) Providing greater clarity on the treatment of excess Council Tax Support. 

The following motion was moved by Councillor Emberson and seconded by Councillor 
Brock and CARRIED: 

Resolved – 

(1) That the proposed changes to the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme, 
taking into account the results of the public consultation as set out in 
Appendix A and summarised in paragraph 4.6 of the report, be approved; 

(2) That the 2019/20 Council Tax Reduction Scheme allowances would be 
updated in line with regulations be noted; 

(3) That the proposed additional support offered to the Council’s Care 
Leavers as a local discount and incorporated in the Council’s draft 
2020/21 Budget proposals and Medium Term Financial Strategy be noted 
and endorsed; 

(4) That the changes to the Empty Property Premia in 2020/21 for properties 
that have been empty in excess of five years from 100% to 200%, as 
agreed by Council in January 2019 be noted and endorsed; 

(5) That the Tax Base calculation for 2020/21 as 56,741 Band D equivalent 
properties be approved; and 

(6) That the estimated surplus on the Council Tax Collection Fund in 2019/20 
of £277k be approved, of which the Council’s share would be £237k. 

 

(The meeting closed at 7.31pm). 
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