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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976 
TOWN POLICE CLAUSES ACT 1847 

          

HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER’S LICENCE 
 

 

 
 
 
READING BOROUGH COUNCIL hereby license the above-named to act as a driver of any Hackney 
Carriage plying for hire within the area of the said Borough from 11/01/2020 to 10/01/2023 
subject to the consent of the Proprietor of such carriage and to the provisions of Public Acts of 
Parliament relating to Hackney Carriages and motor vehicles and to Byelaws and Regulations 
which may from time to time be made thereunder and be in force within the said Borough. 
 
DATED this 16th December 2019 

   
 
  Signed on behalf of the issuing licensing authority 
  Executive Director for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services 

 
 
       Civic Offices  
       Reading       
       RG1 7AE 

                                                  

                                            Frances Martin 

                   
 

         
 
 

Note: This licence must be delivered to and retained by the Proprietor of the Hackney Carriage while 
the driver remains in his employ.
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PENALTY POINTS SYSTEM 
 
Without prejudice to any other course of action or remedy available to the council in the event of any 
contravention of any relevant statue, bylaw, or regulation, the penalty points then applicable to that particular 
breach or contravention as indicated in the handbook will be issued to the licence holder. Provided no more 
than eleven penalty points have been issued to the licence holder within any twelve month period but upon 
accumulation of twelve or more points within any twelve month period the licence holder will be liable to any 
appropriate action being taken by the council, including suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew the licence. 
 
In the event of a licence holder disputing that he is liable for points to be awarded against him, the matter will 
be referred to a meeting of the Licensing Sub-committee, where in the event that he is adjudged liable for and 
breach or requirement for which penalty points would have been imposed, no greater punishment will be 
imposed other than the awarding of the penalty points for that particular breach or requirement. 
 
PART I 
 
Laws relevant to the driving of hackney carriages in the Borough of Reading. 
 
TOWN POLICE CLAUSES ACT 1847 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage whilst on a taxi rank or in any street who refuses or neglects without 
reasonable excuse to drive to any place in the area for which he is licensed (the Borough of Reading) commits an 
offence. (6 points)(Section 53) 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISC. PROVISIONS) ACT 1976 
 
You must produce your hackney carriage driver’s licence at the request of a council officer or police officer at 
the Civic Offices or Police Station within five days of the request. (6 points)(section 53) 
Provide a medical certificate as and when required by the council.  You must be examined by the Consultant 
occupational Health Physician to ascertain your fitness to hold a licence before the grant of your first licence, 
every fifth year until age 60, every other year to age 70 and annually thereafter, or at any other time considered 
reasonably necessary the Head of Planning and Environmental Health. (6 points)(Section 57) The Council may 
suspend or revoke or refuse to renew your licence if: 
 
(a) you are convicted of an offence involving dishonesty, indecency or violence or have been convicted of an 
offence or failed to comply with the law and conditions controlling the hackney carriage trade; 
 
(b) any other reasonable cause. (Section61) 
When undertaking a journey which ends outside the licensed are (the Borough of Reading) you must not charge 
more than the fare shown on the taximeter unless a fare was agreed before commencement of the journey.  (3 
points)(Section 66) 
When used as a private hire vehicle, i.e. when not plying for hire or standing on a taxi rank, or accepting 
bookings through a third person you must only charge the fare shown on the taximeter from where the hirer 
commenced the journey.  
(3 points)(Section 67) 
You must not without reasonable cause unnecessarily prolong in distance or time, the journey for which the 
vehicle was hired.  
(9 points)(Section 69) 
You must not wilfully obstruct a council officer or police constable acting under the above Act, or without 
reasonably excuse fail to comply with any requirement made to you by such a person or without reasonable 
cause fail to give any such person any other assistance or information he may reasonably require in the 
performance of his duties under the above Act.  
(12 points)(Section 73) 
 
BYELAWS MADE BY THE COUNCIL UNDER SECTION 68 TOWN POLICE CLAUSES ACT 1847 AND SECTION 171 PUBLIC 
HEALTH ACT 1875 The driver of a hackney carriage provided with a taximeter shall: - 
 
(a) when standing or plying for hire, keep the key, flag or other device fitted in pursuance of the byelaw in that 

behalf locked in the position in which no fare is recorded on the face of the taximeter; (3 points) 
 
(b) before beginning a journey for which a fare is charged for distance and time, bring the machinery of the 

taximeter into action by moving the said key, flag or other device, so that the word “HIRED” is legible on 
the face of the taximeter to indicate that the hackney carriage is hired or that a fare is being charged and 
keep the machinery of the taximeter in action until termination of hiring; (5 points) 
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(c) Cause the dial of the taximeter to be kept properly illuminated throughout any part of the hiring which is 

during the hours of darkness as defined for the purpose of the Road Traffic Act 1972 and also at any other 
time at the request of the hirer. (3 points)(Byelaw 5) 

 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall not tamper with or permit any person to tamper with any taximeter with 
which the carriage is provided, with the fittings thereof, or with the seals affixed thereto. (12 points)(Byelaw 6) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall, when plying for hire, in any street and not actually hired: 
 
(a) proceed with reasonable speed to one of the stands appointed or deemed to have been appointed under 

section 63 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976; (3 points) 
 
(b) if a stand, at the time of his arrival, is occupied by the full number of carriages authorised to occupy it, 

proceed to another stand; (3 points) 
 
(c) on arriving at a stand not already occupied by the full number of carriages authorised to occupy it, station 

the carriage immediately behind the carriage or carriages on the stand and so as to face in the same 
direction;  
(3 points) 

 
(d) from time to time when any other carriage immediately in front is driven off or moved forward cause his 

carriage to be moved forward so as to fill the place previously occupied by the carriage driven off or moved 
forward.  
(3 points)(Byelaw 7) 

 
The driver of a hackney carriage, when standing or plying for hire, shall not, by calling out or otherwise, 
importune any person to hire such carriage and shall not make use of the services of any other person for the 
purpose.  
(3 points) (Byelaw 8) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall behave in a civil and orderly manner and shall take all reasonable 
precautions to ensure the safety of persons conveyed in or entering or alighting from the vehicle.  (6 
points)(Byelaw 9) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage who has agreed or has been hired to be in attendance with the carriage at an 
appointed time and place shall unless delayed or prevented by some sufficient cause, punctually attend with 
such carriage at such appointed time and place. (6 points)(Byelaw 10) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall not convey or permit to be conveyed in such carriage any greater number 
of persons than the number of persons specified on the plate affixed to the outside of the carriage provided that 
for the purpose of this byelaw two children under the age of twelve years shall be regarded as one person and 
children under the age of three years shall not be reckoned subject to the limitation that no hackney carriage 
licensed to carry three, four or five persons shall carry more than five, six or seven adults and children 
respectively. (6 points)(Byelaw 11) 
 
If a badge has been provided by the council and delivered to the driver of a hackney carriage he shall, when 
standing or plying for hire, and when hired, wear that badge in such position and manner as to be plainly visible. 
(6 points)(Byelaw 12) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage so constructed as to carry luggage shall, when requested by any person hiring or 
seeking to hire the carriage: 
(a) convey a reasonable quantity of luggage;  

(3 points) 
(b) afford reasonable assistance in loading and unloading; (3 points) 
(c) afford reasonable assistance in removing it to or from the entrance of any building, station, or place at 

which he may take up or set down such person. (3 points)(Byelaw 13) 
 
Every hackney carriage driver shall present a clean and tidy appearance. (6 points)(Byelaw 14) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall be entitled to demand and take for the hire of the carriage the rate of 
fare prescribed by the Table of fares the of fare being calculated by distance unless the hirer expresses at the 
commencement of the hiring his desire to engage by time. 
Provided always that where a hackney carriage furnished with a taximeter shall be hired by distance the driver 
thereof shall not be entitled to demand and take a fare greater than that recorded on the face of the taximeter, 
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save for any extra charges authorised by the Table of Fares which it may not be possible to record on the face of 
the taximeter. (9 points)(Byelaw 15) 
 
A Statement of fares fixed by the Table of Fares shall be exhibited inside the carriage in clearly distinguishable 
letters and figures. The driver of a hackney carriage bearing a statement of fares in accordance with this bylaw 
shall not wilfully or negligently cause or suffer the letters or figures in the statement to be concealed or 
rendered illegible at any time while the carriage is plying or being used for hire. (3 points)(Byelaw 16) 
 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall immediately after the termination of any hiring or as soon as practicable 
thereafter carefully search the carriage for any property which may have been accidentally lift herein. (3 
points)(Byelaw 17) 
The driver of a hackney carriage shall if any property is accidentally left therein by any person who may have 
been conveyed in the carriage be found or handed to him: 
 
(a) carry it as soon as possible and in any event within 48 hours, if not sooner claimed by or on behalf of its 

owner, to the Civic Offices, Reading, or other office for the time being of the Borough Council, and leave it 
in the custody of the officer in charge on his giving a receipt for it; (12 points) 

(b) be entitled to receive from any person to whom the property shall be re-delivered an amount equal to five 
pence on the pound of its estimated value (or the fare for the distance from the place of finding to the 
office of the council, whichever be the greater) but not more than five pounds. (Byelaw 18) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEDICALS 
Please note, your medical due date is on the top left side of your badges. It is your responsibility 

to ensure you have passed your medical and submitted to us a Medical Examination Report Form, 
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signed by your GP confirming you are fit to drive BEFORE that date. If you do not, you will not be 

able to continue to work as a school transport driver until you do. The medical form is available 

on our website: 

http://www.reading.gov.uk/businesses/licences-and-permits/VehicleandDriverLicences/medical-

procedure-drivers/ 

 

 

 

RENEWALS 

It is YOUR responsibility to ensure that you submit the correctly completed renewal application 

form, fee and supporting documentation to this office no later than 6 weeks prior to the expiry of 

your licence.  Failure to do so may lead to your application not being processed before the licence 

expires. 

 

 

 

PLEASE READ - IMPORTANT INFORMATION – NO MORE ENTITLEMENTS TO DRIVE 

From 01 February 2019 we will be implementing changes to the way private hire, hackney 
carriage and school transport driver's licence renewal applications are processed, as approved by 
the Licensing Committee on 11 April 2018. Please follow the link below for full information  

http://www.reading.gov.uk/taxilicences 
 
 

 
 
RENEWAL OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE DRIVER’S LICENCE 
Your hackney carriage vehicle driver’s licence has been issued subject to satisfactory completion 
of the application process. Should these results come back as unsatisfactory then your licence may 
be subject to suspension or revocation pursuant to section 61 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. You may be required to attend a Licensing Committee for a 
determination to be made regarding your hackney carriage driver’s licence. 
 

 
 

DBS ONLINE UPDATE SERVICE - REMINDER 
When you have received your Disclosure Certificate, you will need to apply for the Online Update 
Service within 30 days of the date on the certificate, via the link below. Please make a note of your 
check number as you will need to give that to us on your next renewal. You will then no longer need 
to apply for a disclosure as the online check will always be kept up to date and valid.  
https://secure.crbonline.gov.uk/crsc/apply?execution=e1s1 
  

 
PLEASE NOTE: You pay the DBS’s check fee when you hand in your application form and thereafter  
you will pay the DBS an annual fee for the online Update Service. 
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