
READING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
POLICY COMMITTEE  22 JUNE 2020 
 
 
COUNCILLOR QUESTION NO. 1 
 
Councillor Duveen to ask the Lead Councillor for Housing: 
 
Support for Homeless people 

Could the Lead Councillor inform us of the efforts being made to address the 
homelessness issue in Reading. Having made emergency arrangements for the 
approximately 120 homeless people in Reading, what will happen to them once 
the emergency is over. What efforts are being made to help them whilst in the 
temporary accommodation? 

REPLY by Councillor Ennis (Lead Councillor for Housing): 
 
We have been working with partners to ensure every single rough sleeper in 
Reading has the option of a roof over their heads. Services across the Council, 
commissioned homelessness support services, the voluntary sector, private sector 
landlords and local Bed and Breakfast businesses have all contributed to us being 
able to make offers of accommodation to those who need it.  
  
Approximately 140 individuals are being accommodated across a range of bed and 
breakfasts and hotels (NB: these are not all people who were sleeping rough in 
Reading, it is a combination of people who were sleeping rough, people who have 
presented as at risk of rough sleeping and normal homeless approaches to the 
Council’s Housing Advice Service). This will continue until the lockdown is over. 
We are currently working on a plan to provide move-on accommodation to this 
group however the right type of housing and wrap-around support is crucial to 
maintain them in any future accommodation. We are working with partners and 
the MHCLG to crystallize the options moving forward which we hope will be a 
range of accommodation types, however how sustainable this is for each 
individual will be contingent on MHCLG providing the right level of funding to 
ensure they are adequately supported.  
 
There is an ongoing accommodation and support offer for anyone found on the 
streets during the outbreak. Alongside our partners, we:  
 

• Provide food parcels and hot meals; 
• Continue to deliver, with St Mungo’s, outreach to people sleeping rough 

and remain responsive to new and open clients; 
• Provide triage and ongoing health support for this group with our NHS 

Health Outreach Liaison Team partners; 
• Deliver homelessness support services in new ways to maximise resources 

and sustain service delivery for our vulnerable homeless groups. 
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COUNCILLOR QUESTION NO. 2 
 
Councillor White to ask the Lead Councillor for Strategic Environment, Planning 
and Transport: 

Improving road safety in Reading 

It has been reported in the news that tragically a cyclist was killed in a collision 
with a car at the junction of Addington and Alexandra roads. We will have to wait 
for the investigation to find out exactly what happened, but residents remain 
concerned about road safety. 

 Can the Lead Councillor provide the latest three years of figures on people killed 
and seriously injured on Reading roads? What progress has been made on 
enforcement of the speed limits in Reading by the police and council? 

REPLY by Councillor Page (Lead Councillor for Strategic Environment, Planning 
and Transport): 

I thank Cllr White for his question. 

All accidents on the public highway can cause shock and concern and I fully 
appreciate how residents may feel.  When someone dies as a result of a road 
accident this is particularly shocking. Our heartfelt sympathy goes to the family 
and friends of those affected by this most recent tragedy.  

As you rightly say we will have to wait for the result of the police investigation to 
fully understand what has happened at this junction. I am aware that our highway 
officers have already met with Thames Valley Police as a part of that investigation 
so we do have more information on what appears to have happened.  Whilst I will 
not speculate on the detail I am advised there is no early indication that speeding 
was a factor. 

This junction layout is well-established and those travelling along Alexandra Road 
are either required to stop or give way to Addington Road, depending upon the 
direction of travel. Both Addington Road and Alexandra Road have traffic calming 
features in place in the form of speed cushions.  The area is subject to a 20mph 
speed limit complemented by those traffic calming features. As it appears that 
speeding is not suspected as being a contributory factor in this tragic accident, 
there  may be other factors including driver or rider error.    

Our role as the highway authority is to make the road as safe as practically 
possible. Accident data is publicly available for everyone to view at: 

 www.crashmap.co.uk 

As can be seen this junction has not suffered from a history of accidents resulting 
in casualties over the past three years. This three-year period is used by road 
safety officers when considering highway improvements.  In fact, you have to go 

http://www.crashmap.co.uk/
http://www.crashmap.co.uk/


back eight years to 2012 to find a previous accident resulting in a casualty at this 
junction.   

Once the police investigation has been completed, and all the facts are fully 
known, our officers will consider the findings and appropriate response should it 
be needed. 

With regard to Borough-wide accidents casualty data is supplied by Thames Valley 
Police (TVP) and is updated regularly.  Over the latest three year period available 
the Police have recorded 3 fatal and 127 serious casualties within the Borough.   
 
Turning to speed enforcement, this is still the responsibility of the police. For 
TVP, enforcing 20 MPH & 30 MPH limits is a very low priority. This should mean 
they would be more receptive to proposals to transfer the responsibilities to 
willing local councils, in the same way as parking enforcement powers were 
transferred 20 years ago.  
 
We have discussed with TVP the possibility of Reading Borough Council taking on 
some enforcement responsibilities but unless there is a change in the law this 
does not appear to be possible. I have recently complained to the Chief Constable 
about lack of speed enforcement in Reading during recent months. 
 
The Police remain keen to promote community speed watch initiatives and, for 
our part, we purchased enforcement ‘laser guns’ a number of years ago that are 
being used by local policing teams in Reading.  Council officers are also exploring 
other devices that may be moved around the Borough to collect data that could 
be used by the Police, but these are proving more expensive than originally 
anticipated.  
 
However, none of these options offer a long-term solution to the need for 
consistent and effective enforcement of 20 MPH and 30 MPH zones which is rightly 
demanded by local residents. Further discussions will continue with TVP as I 
believe that trial agency arrangements are possible under current local 
government legislation. 
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COUNCILLOR QUESTION NO. 3 
 
Councillor White to ask the Lead Councillor for Housing: 

Rough Sleeping in Reading 

I was glad to learn at my recent housing briefing that the aim for our 124 rough 
sleepers currently in temporary accommodation is that they will all be more 
permanently housed. Can the Lead Councillor update me on how many new rough 
sleepers there are who are not housed? 

REPLY by Councillor Ennis (Lead Councillor for Housing): 
 
We have been working with partners to ensure every single rough sleeper in 
Reading has the option of a roof over their heads. Services across the Council, 
commissioned homelessness support services, the voluntary sector, private sector 
landlords and local Bed and Breakfast businesses have all contributed to us being 
able to make offers of accommodation to those who need it.  

Approximately 140 individuals are currently accommodated across a range of bed 
and breakfasts and hotels (NB: these are not all people who were sleeping rough 
in Reading, it is a combination of people who were sleeping rough, people who 
have presented as at risk of rough sleeping and normal homeless approaches to 
the Council’s Housing Advice Service). Anyone found rough sleeping will be made 
an offer of accommodation and support. These offers are not always taken up as 
it can take some time to encourage people into accommodation and some will 
just refuse it. During the crisis the number of people refusing accommodation has 
fluctuated between 6 and 12 individuals. St Mungo’s our commissioned outreach 
team are supporting people who are new to the streets or have returned to the 
streets to ensure that they are aware of the accommodation and support available 
and to encourage them to take up the offer.   

People sleeping rough or at risk of homelessness, or organisations supporting 
someone who is, are asked to contact the Council’s Homelessness Prevention 
Team on 0118 937 2165 where they will be asked to leave a message, and someone 
will return the call. Alternatively, they can email housing.advice@reading.gov.uk. 
Members of the public and community who see someone bedded down and rough 
sleeping should refer them into Reading’s Street Outreach Service via 
www.streetlink.org.uk. 

mailto:housing.advice@reading.gov.uk
mailto:housing.advice@reading.gov.uk
http://www.streetlink.org.uk/
http://www.streetlink.org.uk/
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