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1. That the Statement of Community Involvement (Appendix 2) be

Recommendations adopted.

1.1.

3.1

3.2

Executive Summary

This report recommends adoption of the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). An
SCl is a document which sets out how consultation will be undertaken on planning policy
documents as well as other planning matters, and is a statutory requirement. The
previous SCI was adopted in 2014 and updates were required in particular to comply with
the law around neighbourhood plan making. A new version of the SCI for adoption is
included as Appendix 2.

Policy Context

The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a document which is part of a local
authority’s set of planning policy documents, and its purpose is to set out how the local
planning authority will involve the community in producing planning documents, as well
as on planning applications and pre-application enquiries. It is a statutory requirement
that a local planning authority should have a Statement of Community Involvement. The
Council adopted its previous Statement of Community Involvement on 19t March 2014.

The Proposal
Current position

It is a statutory requirement that a SCI be reviewed at five yearly intervals from adoption
to ensure that it remains up-to-date. A review was carried out during 2019, and this
concluded that the SCI was out of date purely in terms of neighbourhood planning. There
are no groups in Reading that are constituted to carry out neighbourhood planning, but
nonetheless it would be a statutory requirement for the SCI to state how the Council would
support neighbourhood plans. None of the content about carrying out consultations on
local plans was considered out of date.

A consultation on amendments to the SCI was carried outin 2019. However, an amended
version was never adopted because general Council-wide policy changes on consultation
were anticipated at the time but did not subsequently transpire.




3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

4.2

A review of the SCI’s content was carried out and was reported to Council on 15t October
2024 as part of the item on the Local Plan Partial Update. This review found that the whole
SCI was up-to-date other than those elements that related to neighbourhood planning.
Council therefore decided that the Statement of Community Involvement (adopted 2014)
remains an up-to-date basis for carrying out consultation on the Local Plan Partial Update
as informed by that review (Minute 22 refers). However, the covering report to Council
noted that an update in terms of neighbourhood planning should be progressed when
resources allow.

Policy Committee on 18" December 2024 agreed a draft replacement SCI for consultation
(Minute 44 refers). Consultation was carried out between 15" January and 26" February
2025.

Three responses were received to the consultation (see Appendix 3). None of these were
substantive or required significant changes to the SCI.

Option proposed

Only one change is proposed from the draft version previously agreed by Policy
Committee, to add that the Council will notify consultation bodies of an application for
neighbourhood area status (paragraph 6.24).

Committee is recommended to adopt the revised Statement of Community Involvement
as attached at Appendix 2. Once adopted the SCI will replace the current SCI and guide
future consultations on planning policy documents.

Other options considered

There is one alternative options that have been identified which is to not adopt the
updated SCI.

Not adopting an updated SCI means that the current SCI does not comply with the law
because it does not set out how the Council will support neighbourhood plans and
neighbourhood development orders.

Contribution to Strategic Aims

The Statement of Community Involvement contributes to the following Council Plan
priorities for 2025-28, through empowering local communities to engage with their local
areas and influence development.

e Promote more equal communities in Reading
e Secure Reading’s economic and cultural success
e Deliver a sustainable and healthy environment and reduce our carbon footprint

In terms of the identified principles to deliver these priorities, the SCI is particularly
necessary for involving, collaborating, and empowering residents in planning matters.

Environmental and Climate Implications

The Statement of Community Involvement deals with how consultation will be undertaken
on matters that have significant environmental and climate implications, including energy
efficiency of new development, climate adaptation of development, protection of green
spaces, habitats, trees and woodlands and ensuring that development is served by
sustainable modes of transport. However, the content of the SCI itself will not have any
particular implications as it does not create any policy expectations on those matters.

Community Engagement

The Statement of Community Involvement sets out how community involvement on
planning matters will be carried out. The Draft Statement of Community Involvement
was subject to a six-week period of consultation in January and February 2025, the
results of which are summarised in Appendix 3. This was carried out in line with the
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existing Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), adopted by Council in March 2014
(Minute 33 refers).

Equality Implications

The Scoping Assessment, included at Appendix 1 identifies that an Equality Impact
Assessment (EqglA) is relevant to the Statement of Community Involvement. The EqlA
(also at Appendix 1) identifies that there are positive impacts for all protected
characteristics, but particularly on age and racial groups, as defined in the Equality Act,
because some of these groups have traditionally been underrepresented in consultation
in the past, which the SCI can seek to address. Compliance with the duties under S149
of the Equality Act 2010 can involve treating some persons more favourably than others,
but it is not considered that there will be a negative impact on other groups with relevant
protected characteristics.

Other Relevant Considerations
There are none.
Legal Implications

A Statement of Community Involvement is a requirement under Section 18 of the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The Act sets out the process for preparing a SCI.

Section 18 (2B) of the 2004 Act (as amended) requires that a SCI sets out the policies for
giving advice or assistance as regards making neighbourhood development orders and
modification of neighbourhood development plans.

Under Regulation 10A of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations 2012 (as amended 2017), a local planning authority must review a SCI within
five years of the date of its adoption.

Dave Anthony, Solicitor, has cleared these Legal Implications.
Financial Implications

In terms of the SCI itself, the work undertaken on drafting it and the expenditure on
community engagement, has been funded from existing budgets.

1. Revenue Implications

The contents of the SCI will potentially have financial implications for community
involvement on future documents and therefore on revenue, but consultation costs for
plan-making are usually modest and can be accommodated within existing budgets. The
cost of consultation can vary widely depending on the means used to communicate and
whether there are consultation events. However, the increasing use of digital tools offers
opportunities to continue to reduce the costs of consultation whilst reaching a wider
audience.

The SCI will be amended to refer to support for neighbourhood planning. With no current
neighbourhood plans in place or proposed, this would have no immediate resource
implications. However, this could change if a constituted neighbourhood group wished to
proceed with a neighbourhood plan, and this would have significant resource implications.
In other authorities where neighbourhood plans are regularly produced, at least one
dedicated officer is often required, and there are also substantial costs associated with
holding an examination and local referendum. However, the statutory requirement to
provide support to neighbourhood groups would exist with or without a reference in the
SCI.

2. Capital Implications
There are no capital implications of this report.

3. Value for Money (VFM)
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The SCI will provide value for money in that it specifically considers how resources could
be most efficiently used in carrying out community involvement, particularly including
through electronic communications. It also considers how to target specific groups and
areas to make best use of resources.

4. Risk Assessment

10.6 There are no direct financial risks associated with the report.

10.7  Stuart Donnelly, Financial Planning & Strategy Manager, has cleared these Financial
Implications.

11 Timetable for Implementation

11.1  Once adopted the SCI will apply immediately to consultations on planning matters.

12 Background Papers

12.1  There are none.

Appendices

1. Equality Impact Assessment

2. Statement of Community Involvement for adoption

3. Summary of responses on draft Statement of Community Involvement



Appendix 1: Equality Impact Assessment

Provide basic details

Name of proposal/activity/policy to be assessed:

Adoption of the Statement of Community Involvement

Directorate: DEGNS — Directorate of Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services
Service: Planning, Transport and Public Protection

Name: Mark Worringham

Job Title: Planning Policy Manager

Date of assessment: 07/11/2024

Scope your proposal

What is the aim of your policy or new service?
To set out how community involvement on planning documents and decisions will be carried
out.

Who will benefit from this proposal and how?

The local community and other stakeholders will benefit through being involved in planning
documents and decisions at a time and in a way when there is a genuine opportunity to shape
the results.

What outcomes will the change achieve and for whom?

The community will have a genuine say in planning documents and decisions. For planning
policy documents, specific efforts will be made to reach previously underrepresented groups,
e.g. younger people, ethnic minorities and people in certain areas of Reading.

Who are the main stakeholders and what do they want?

Local residents, community and voluntary groups, local businesses, relevant developers and
landowners, infrastructure providers, statutory consultees. All stakeholders would like a greater
say in the planning process, and in a manner which enables them to have a genuine influence.

Assess whether an EIA is Relevant

How does your proposal relate to eliminating discrimination; promoting equality of opportunity;
promoting good community relations?

Do you have evidence or reason to believe that some (racial, disability, gender, sexuality, age
and religious belief) groups may be affected differently than others? (Think about your
monitoring information, research, national data/reports etc)

Yes X  No [

Is there already public concern about potentially discriminatory practices/impact or could there
be? Think about your complaints, consultation, feedback.

Yes [X No []

If the answer is Yes to any of the above you need to do an Equality Impact Assessment.

If No you MUST complete this statement

N/A




Assess the Impact of the Proposal

Your assessment must include:
e Consultation
e Collection and Assessment of Data

o Judgement about whether the impact is negative or positive

Consultation

Relevant groups/experts How were/will the views of | Date when contacted
these groups be obtained

Local residents, community and | Consultation involved January/February 2024

voluntary groups, local notifying consultees of the

businesses, relevant developers | documents, publication on
and landowners, infrastructure the website, availability in
providers, statutory consultees key offices, press releases,
social media efc.

Collect and Assess your Data

Describe how could this proposal impact on Racial groups

In the SCI, ethnic minority groups have been specifically identified as being groups whose
involvement should be specifically sought due to their underrepresentation in previous
consultations.

Is there a negative impact? Yes [] No R Notsure [ ]

Describe how could this proposal impact on Gender/transgender (cover pregnancy and
maternity, marriage)

No specific impacts are identified.

Is there a negative impact? Yes [ ] No X Notsure [ ]

Describe how could this proposal impact on Disability

The SCI specifically identifies the need to ensure that consultation methods and materials are
accessible to all.

Is there a negative impact? Yes [ ] No X Notsure [ ]

Describe how could this proposal impact on Sexual orientation (cover civil partnership)
No specific impacts are identified.
Is there a negative impact? Yes [ ] No X Notsure [ ]

Describe how could this proposal impact on Age

In the existing SCI, younger people (under 40) have been specifically identified as being groups
whose involvement should be specifically sought due to their underrepresentation in previous
consultations.

Is there a negative impact? Yes [ ] No X Notsure [ ]

Describe how could this proposal impact on Religious belief?

The SCI does not specifically identify measures aimed at specific religious groups. However,
following the SCI guidelines will make consultations appropriate to the groups that are likely to
be affected.

Is there a negative impact? Yes [X No [] Notsure [ ]




Make a Decision

Tick which applies

1. No negative impact identified Go to sign off =

2. Negative impact identified but there is a justifiable reason L]

You must give due regard or weight but this does not necessarily mean that the equality duty
overrides other clearly conflicting statutory duties that you must comply with.

Reason

N/A
3. Negative impact identified or uncertain []
What action will you take to eliminate or reduce the impact? Set out your actions and

timescale?

How will you monitor for adverse impact in the future?
The results of consultation exercises will continue to be analysed to identify whether any
particular groups are particularly excluded from the community involvement processes.

Signed (completing officer) Mark Worringham Date: 7" November 2024
Signed (Lead Officer) Mark Worringham Date: 7" November 2024




